Chevrolet Brothar
Bullt Race Car Here

Jomed Plam fzeld

Firmas Engmeers

I eased that powder

By N. BLAINE LEFLER

e and . ¢ream 1855 car oﬁ;tnme into a

parking space just across the‘%sireet from 7 Johnston Dri Watchung,
sat back in the seat and listened to the motor, .which a thousand, or
- 4en thunaanqi. engmeermg minds had labored to prodnce over 43

years. -

It was a strange sensation. Across the street from. me waore the
last living memories of the man whose name, eiched in bite and
~ silver, marked my car and had marked millions of the’same make

of car s:nce 1811,

The sireet on which I parked, now macadam but 40 years ago

'a‘hard packed dirt trail, once resounded to the thr-r-rum of the
driven engines.. They were engines this man designed 4o

ards
quer

the bricks of Indianapolis, the treacherous boards of Aitoona, Pa,
and the oil- atreakeﬂ_ la&mlla -an-hour oval of death at Langhorne;

- Made Brief Stay

For, I was on the trail of Louis
Chevrolet of Switzerland and
France, and of Gaston, his broth-
er, a samnce on the allar of

speed in 1920, Both of them, for]

a brief time, were Plainfielders,!
whaose lahars began here just 40
years ago this Summer.

Much of the information glen
ed about the death-defying, me-
chamcally mindéd Chevrolets
came from their sister, Mrs. Al
bert L. Dmoym of the John-
ston Dr. ad
| Loum Che et, Swiss native
found 'a measure of fame in the
France of the '90s as a bicycle
‘racer who was virtually unbeat-
able on the flat tracks around
Beaune in the Cote D'Or Depart-
ment of France. |
Came as Chauffeur
- Enamored of the molor age,
he went to Paris to study motors.
As a chauffeur,
America. He remained to study
sutomotive design with a branch
of the. French company produc
ing “De Dion Bouton,” an early
automobile which eventun]ly fell
by the wayside,

Lom didn't.

He began race driving eaﬂ}*
On May 20, 1805, he drove a Fiat
racing automobile over a meas
ured mile at Sheepshead Bay,
New York, in 52.8 seconds for a

;

he came to|

new world’s recordy

Lcd Racing Teams

- He headed the Buick racing
.teams of 1809 and 1910 which
made ‘a . clean sweep of racing
titles. In 1911, he organized the
Chevrolet Moter Company in De-
troit in cooperation with William
¢. Durant, who gave the auto-
motive industry much of. its

original impetus.

In 1815, he sold his interest in
the car he had designed and per-
fected to Mr. Durant and shortly
thepeafter General” Motors pur-
¢hased the car, the name and the
distinctive nameplate, now known
ail ver the world.

Desnoyers, (Martha Chev-
rolat} came to America in 1820.
Her husband, Albert L. Desnoyers
operated until his retirement the
appliance business now conducted
by his son, Albert L. J¢. at 114
North Ave., remembers the Chey-
rolet brothers' advent here.

Developed Racer |
“Louis was only a ¢onsuiting
iengineer for the American Motors

ik

cial.”

“American Molars Six,” the
passenger car developed in the
ilocal plant, corner of Grant Ave.
and W. Front St at the:'rear of
where now is the United: Plumb-
ing and Heating Supply Company
Inc. of Abraham Kantopr, never
Was a Success.

It lingered in this ares—only
passenger car ever manufactured
lin Plainfield—from 1918 to 1919,
William H. Hoople was president;
George® F. Baright, treasurer;
Proctor W. Hansl, secretary; Jo-
seph A. Carmody, manager, 2
Louis and Gaston Chevraiet, con-
sulting engineers.

Reputation for Success

The reputation of the Chev-
rolets for success in mator de-
signing (The Courier-Naws of
the day advertises the Chevrolet
Motor Car {for $480) was the rea-
son for their being brought here.
f¢ QOriginally, it was hopsd the
¥American Six” would be another
“Chevrolet.” In The QCourier-
News for Jan. 11, 1917, appeared

dignified “invitation” .asking
Plamheldgrs to come to the New
York Automobile Show in Grand
Central Palace and see the Plain-
field-made “American Six,” Ac
tually, the ear shown was a hand-
made pilot model over whith the
Chevrolet brothers labored just
40 years ago this month.

| Eventually, a_few cars moved,
downp . the assembly lines;’ Mrs.
Desnoyers remembers, bet, {or
the most part, Louis and Gaston
labored into the wee small hours

of each morning per&cunz the

Corporation,” she says.’“Gaston

Lived In City |

At the time, Louis lived at
1232 Park Ave. and Gaston at
818 Monroe Ave. It was in‘those

was a consulting engineer- for
them, too. They used thetorpora-
tion’s plant to develop their own
racing. car—the Froatejiac Spe-

{impression

three years of experfpenting
that they perfgcted this From
enac.

~ Contemporari¢s of famyd Tom-
my Milton {ha ‘won - 1ndi
anapolis “500" 'ﬁ; a Fnyntenae
Special in 1921);%the Clkevrolet|
name was one.t{o 1::01:1,1111}r by on/
ail the fast tracks of the
! Gasfon cong uered dun-i
gpolis in 1913 and 1926
ter year béing after the L;ot.hm -
left - here, their | Froate com-
leted. The same
ger, Gaston died’ when |
chine crashed inte that of: Eddie
O'Donnell on the Los ZAngeles
Speedway during a 2_50-:!1&_; race,

Tested Cars Here:

The Chﬂreleu made giite
on moterg'nded

Plainfield in the World War 1
years. Early mormings, n{g: latc[
at night, they hurled th
perimental models of t.h Fron-
tenac over the packed 31’2 of!
‘Johnston Dr., Wataghung an, Dug-
way Hill

| They played me pmi,.n the
civie life of Plainfield, .to |
| .Shortly after he:arriv uls
Chevrolet was a judge f

“Mammoth Elks' antoaﬁn |
which Plainfield Lodge BPO|
Elks had as h:gh.llght of it® 1816/
“Week of Merrimest.” He hared

duties’ with Mayor Leightyn
Qlkma of Plainfield and W 1iam1

Frontenac Special

& Smalley of Nomh Plaiifield.

1Jnined Stutz Firm 1

About 1923, Louis becamg’ con-
suilmg engineer fpr Stutz | otorf,
Company. Later, he entered
tion muiacnma but dn‘t.t
make a success of it. He di¢d in
1841 in Detroit where “his ‘Avife,{
|and his son, Alfred, atill ryside.|
A third brother, Arthur,Ndied
a few years ago. |
Mrs. Desnoyers still chetshes
Jhe plastic-encased glippingsy and
the memories.
|- Somehow the chreme signsture|
jonsthe front ef my car %m
have a little more impo
these days, too.
| ‘It's a memento of champipns:
Drivers AND engineers.




HOT(}R P!ON EER o Lonls
Chevrolet, whase namg adorns
one of the most famous cars in
the worid today, lived at 1232
Park Ave., Plainfield: in the
three years from 191§ to 1919,
"as ¢o engineey: for the
‘short-lived “Americag S8ix.”
While here, he and hil-hmther
- Gaston, both famed race driver
champions, designed the Fron-
tenca Specidl, known on. !.he
“Roaring Roads” of Anerica’in
the hectic auto-racing "20s.

-CBEWOLET ?'

taken some 40* .
1232 Park Ave, Mudetmnh-en ﬁl the gaimi

-of Louis Chevnltt, designer of the

through the years has byrne his name; and who
was a resident/Bere frof} 1916-19, Left to right
are: Mrs. Trevpr, msothay of Mrs, Lonis Chevro-
let; Marthe Ghevréltt,mdq Mrs. Albert L.
Desnoyers of § Johnstoy; Dr.,, Watchung, sister
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nﬁ Leuh,am Louls mmle%
¥rancke of New York (anls Chemlﬁ),
- appther and Mrs, Andre Fuller, -

‘York, sistér of Mrs, Louis Chevrolet, whe liﬁe:

l.odayinnetrolt. The children are Alfred _
rolet, son #f Louis, lfviu in Detroit, “4 m

Franck, ngw of V trein,
Muhlenberg HW‘ igip ot

the left redr.




